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New York, N.Y. lUIII 

Dear iir. tUsbe^ian 

While; it uay ho unfair to judfie a hook hy any review, Peter Dailey's review; of Oerald 
weyer'a "Vito lUircantonio" fills nia with Diaeivings hocauae in aono roapects it ia quite 
virong iuul i believe the faolj: ia mores lik<sly in the hook than in the review. 

Vito #larc<intonio wan iny detir friend. Ms lived witn me \/hen it was in Washington for 
quite; a few years. liy wife vjorlcod in hia V/ashiiuyton office for q wliilo, too, v;hen tliat 
office had a staff of two. We knew liin as feu jseople did fmd yet when finally there is 
a hook about tliio truly renarlaihls; nan thin moat aigni/iCant paj?t of liir. life, in Congress, 

i^JLL / A ki l> v»v.-aaU.>.y , .. 

in War.hington and in hir> rolationaips in Washington, incxuding with drove him to 

M .:3 many appointments with FUd find we discussed wliilt; I drove liiii to lii!> office wliat ijnd 
transpired^ of no interest to Ids biographer.) 

From this review Heyey(ai 33 ea tlio m essence of the man: he was a true, believing, 
practising dssmocrat who, wldle regarded as a radical lu those days, today would he in the 
mainstream. 

Wlmt Dfdley sfijta is in some ways tv;o-din<;nsionul and in some stereotypical. 

-t is grossly prong to say only timt Karc^ was "an outspoken critic of the New Neal," 
He wa“u on issues its strong supporter au4 on an occasion of U-hich I" have a Qu£ar redol- 
l(;otion was tlw; only liembor of the Hour.e to I’ise in defense of Elefinor Roosevelt >.hon she 
was under attqck. Tlio relationship ho and F£^ hud, tliat to my personal lUiowlodge tlioy hid, 
could not liave existed ii, Hare had been only I'DR’s critic. , 

llarc Has a man ot issues and belief i 

While in essence it is not virong to say that liurt^as "identified viith the douesttti- 
and foreign agenda of tljf^Commuidst Party" tlds is uisle;iiling in two ways. First iS 6y 
preceeding wliat I quoto^^^ "l&ioroughly" whevihe had shqpiP differences and was attacked by 
the Daily Worker, imd then the "identification" was on issues, not as a party-liner, 
which h;! wasn't. 

There are simp^ factual errors that itv my mind raise questions about the degree of 
dependability that can be placed in tli e book. 

When N laiow him, beginning in 1999, ’he, his wife, his grandmother and his mother 

and brother did ngj live in a single apartment on East 112th Street. He and his ’.life, 

Miriam Sanders, who headed Uaplem hSuse and was a social worker, lived alone in an apart— 
mant on tlw second floor of a building on the north side of 11 6th Street ««t of Second 



kvenue. While he did have coffee at Chir.-uaello' s (.phon) cafe on the northwest cornest of 
the junction of those ’tvio s’tB«;ets, as my v<ife and,,h' d with liin there, most of those he 
met tliero were not liis "political associates." They were the people ho represented and wlio 




loved liim aii few politiouns ure ever loved, luid I'm confid(3nt that for years ho aliaved 
himself in mil bathi-oom more often tliaVMie "was 6havod by t}io local barber." 

His law offices wer(3 not "on East 116th Street" but were downtown, where ^‘ike i^into 
was his purtnet, Oo /UrK.im/Uv, 

I nover knew him to "downplay his opposition to Italian Suscimm" and that he did not 
was ono of the bases for Generoso Poj)e's "i^^SEaSano-iunoricanol’ fierce opposition to 
him. 



hepreftentinjj 'lis district as all Italian is to misrepresent it. It was largely l^uerto 
Rican. 

Despite liis being a lainority one he was v/idoly respected (anil feared as a 
debater; in the Congress. He was on ^ of tht. few consuL'^ed on amending the rules, he was 
tliat much a master of thou. 

iiarc, ulio slept on my studio couch, reutl late^ into the morning. It was sometimes 
ilifficult to wtdco him, at least a lialf^idosen tines for aijpintme-nts with EWl. He had dia- 
betes and tlds mearl food v/ithin s certain period (TY ‘^w?!Mi*ire'’injected the insulin. Tliis 
meant tliat wo often breakfasted togetlier in the House dining room, biterally dozens of 
“umbers came and joined us, often viith tlioso who were with them. This is to say that on 
a personal level ho was lilcod and on a political level his opinions were often sought, 
often by those who disagreed with liim politically. 

I was with liim on occasion when the GOP liinoi-ity ■Hjader, ‘‘oe iiartin, of Hass., sought 



him out to confide in him what the GOP feared raising on the floor, that publicly, tliat 
i'iartin vaulted known. A' 0 

It is to reflect ignorance of the era and its politics to say tliat, after saying vihat 
is not true, tliat “arc followed the CP line on foreign questions, the truth being tliat 
often their views coincided, "he did not hesitate to reinforce it by campaigning. against 
the Dies Coraiaittee ' 3 heq.rings on 'un-Amorioan activities'..." ihis it to say tliat ITIR 
and many others, including his ^opublican Interior Secretary, , harold lokos, followed the 
i'orty lino on that comiaittee, not i*s hearings, iiost of the opposition to tho MSmericans^ ^ 
was from traditional liberals and tho labor movement. J-6 h^'j 

Uliile it is quite true that the D-.^lwlic hierarchy was ^ongly opposed to liim tlris 
is in a sense misleailing. Hark was stu'ongly and emotionally dedicated to the canonization 
of Mother It'ibrini and i can remember no New Yorker vdio dinoA more often with us tliati one 
particular priest who was always in clerical garb when ho did. 

It is quite misleading to say tluit Marc "was voted out of office." The truth is tliat 
the New Yoid: pMiticians who suffered do much by comparison with liim and feared the success 
or popularity of he fought for legislated him out of office. 



The deeply-felt love for liim, ihile reflected in mahy ways, is perliaps typified by a 
viidely-held belief in his district tliat ho ..-ould be assassinated When he became tho first 




J 



Araericful over to be the ^candidate of tlireo mjor iDolitical ;)artie!>, the toerican -“abor 
i^arty Sieii b(jinii the major party in dintrict and he non botli the ^enoctrutic 

and Republican primaries. 

Hare usually flow, returniiii; to his district usually twice weekly for night-time, 
not the daytinQ meetings with his needy constituents. was freelancing tlien and usually 
drove liim to and from flational airport. j But tluit time there was BtiehTlaia emotional gangup 
on him timt ho co ild not refiist^. ^o, in a kns±k Buick that may have been borrovjed or 
might luive (belonged to one of them, an incon(p.’uous assortment of men v;ho intended to be 
his body£^uards drove liim to V/asiiington. Hot one was capablts of really defending liiu. 

One Was tlie owner of tluit fabulous coffee sliop. (My/what pastries he had and wliat a 
marvellous fuss he made over my wife, slie was uitli us tl^firo!; His brother was one of iiusso- 
lini's bodyguiirds. /fe spoke Virtually no English. 



another, also my dear friend, „tlie late Oilberto Concepcion de Gracia, ttoi later head 
of tlic I’uerto ibLcan Kx Indep<5ndence Rarty. liarc had brought iln to the Crp-ted ‘^tates in 
fear of liis being assassinated b<j;;ause he liad been tin? lawyer for tlie^revolutionaries head- 
<ed by albiau Compos. (l met the train to being the last of tluiRgroup released from x^aidK 
Atlanta imd delivered liim toAfarc at j^arc's office.) Ciiborto, of incredible oloiiuence in 
Spanish i^but for whom I v/roto speochoo he delivered in .Cnglish) went to {^ei; York and aroused 
‘‘arc's Sjjuni3h-3poHld.ng constituortts in tlvf cjinpaigns. 

Yhon thi;re was tlio rather youngisti hdad of the CP in tluit district. He was having 
much trouble witli hir. feet - some (Qualifications for being a bodyguard. 

I remtsMber I'rnnkie Laliotte and I remember tliat one was a professional pickpocket. 

I now do not remember wluit I'runldle was and it may be that the pickpocket was lcnoi»ns as 
"Bzinnio de dip." Hainnie was devoted to iiarh, who und<.>rotood tluit many of those who led 
criminal lives had no other way of survivin{;. ^ 

(lie regularly delivered thosie wanted by the police to the police, those wmited fearing 
being victimj.zod by the practise of iiuestioning beginning with being beaten up. Uhen ‘‘arc 
delivered them Iks knew the condition in wliich ho delivered them and the police did not risk 
beatiiLjj thou up. I remember one *Hturday night then had just driven up and parked ou ;side 
iiarc's apurtmen'fi^ii^S /phe^of^tlii^eu i4rif*of liis Pierto Rican supporters^, was there frantidy 
looking for ttarc. He was hiding a Puerto Rican the police wanted aiui he just luid to find 
ijarc for delivery to tliin man from police violence. It took sone time but we 

found Hare and made tliat delivery.) 

Cith its jump seats that car held seven, there were fdx besides Hare in it, but I do 
not romeubor the others now. Hare was both (uaused, embarrassed and W(;rmed by their concern 
for his safety but they were a nuisance and he asked me to find some subterfuge by which 
1 could pgt them out of liis office and to my ^apartment. I do not remember what it was but 
they were with me until they all Urovo hack to ffa.i York tluitf evening. 
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I huve personal laiowledge of another of haj-g '3 n;ijor accomplit>hra( 3 nts, not IrLa alone 
but one for wliich a. "-hillipa Il<mdolph in g<merally credited it. Without doubt Handolph 

had a siipiificant role but the political accoupliahnent was ^'^aresjt. 

Bi' the kind of finagling at \;liich he was adept in the Uongreae and v;ith ita workings 



he had gottcjn the g/jlaed iTlentificatiou of H.Il. Vor Ilojiae ibiuolutionj 1 for hia bill to 
^.gislatd fair euploymentj^ practises, to eiid^discrinination. V/feile FDR did not oppoise fair 
treatment foJ^ minoritio;,, he fe -.red a. divisive fif^ht in the Congress. He and f^arc w^WxC 
iorked out a deal. I drove liaro to tlio (Ciiite ^H)use for tlie meitiiig at whioli they reached the 
agreement - I believe it was FDR's offer tliat More accepted - !Uid never was Hare as t^ted 
as when he returned to my old 19157 greed Dodge ptu’ked jfiear the West Kxecutive ftjidn hvenus 
gate by the Deere t Dervice. 

I'DR said he xxx would by executive order promulgate a Fil^fir ■Siployment Rractiaes 
Ooranis. ion if in return Hare would eitlier abandon or -v/itlidraw 111 1 . Hare was Imppy to 



get this much beCauso lui knev; there was ^rassibility of getting legislativd approval in 
those days. 

Hy wife and I mot when we botli woi'ked on Capitol Hill. H was thei^ditor of tlie 

Senate Civil liberties '^oimaittee, J We kne\» mtiny Members of both Houses over u period of 

e 

years, I //0 do not rem(aab<!r anyone as thorouglfLy devoted to his principloft and blisfs tmd 
0 

who m/ido any Dore va],rous and doterrained effort to bo trucj to them, ilarc wasstluxt ])rincipled. 

was also both brilliant and viitty, with rare political judge uent and incisiftMinesu , one H 
the a-uiy rea. ons he was soi;({ht out by others, in uy presence in thtFliouse dining^ rooSi, for 
his ^advice. 

In psirt tliis is to inform you, in part I intend it as a substitute for an oral hkstory. 
It ia.:my reaction t<r reading the review as soon as 1 finished reading it. I then re- 
gretted tliat there had bean no oral history becausd |ljuro was so rare a man, so truly £E+«- 
exceptional and vei^y human a man, and because as Oailsty says correctly, he is largely 
forgpttfwi. 

There is no doubt in my mind that he wae^ liave been reelected as long as he lived, jo 
great was the love and respect for liim by his constituents, if the ^eg-islature had not 
ch^ged the laiw so he could not run in the Democratic imd 7?epublican primaries and then 
those two parties made a deal to gang up on him, both parties supporting one opposing 
candidate. 

He deserves bettor that is reflected by t^iis review and if there were u better remem- 

brance available it might be useful to other politicains not in the mjiinstream. 

1 

xDirc was in every sense a truly groat anerican. 



Dincerely, 

Harold weisberg 




